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Abstract:Kitab ul Ayn is the first Arabic language dictionary and one of the earliest
known dictionaries of any language. It was compiled in the eighth century by Khalil
ibn Ahmad al Farahidi. The letter ayn of the dictionary's title is regarded as
phonetically the deepest letter in the Arabic alphabet and the first letter of the book
therefore the book is title with Ayn. Al-Farahidi, who was from the Basra School,
chose an unusual arrangement that does not follow the alphabetical order familiar
today as the standard dictionary format. Al-Farahidi devised a phonetic system that
followed the pattern of pronunciation of the Arabic alphabet. According to this system
the order begins with the deepest letter in the throat, the letter (ayin), and ends with
the last letter pronounced by the lips, that being (mim). Al-Farahidi introduces the
dictionary with an outline of the phonetics of Arabic.’] The format he adopted for the
dictionary consisted of twenty-six books, a book for every letter, with weak letters
combined as a single book; the number of chapters of each book accords with the
number of radicals, with the weak radicals being listed last.
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