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The story of Gharaniq, also known as the ”Story of the Cranes” or "Sa-
tanic Verses,” is a controversial and fabricated narrative alleging that the
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) was momentarily influenced by
Satan, causing him to recite words praising pagan idols during revelation.
Orientalists, like Julius Wellhausen, have used this story to criticize Islam
and the Prophet, portraying it as a political compromise with the polythe-
ists of Makkah. However, scholars and hadith experts unanimously reject
the narrations from Tarikh al-Tabari about this incident, citing their weak-
ness, inconsistency, and unreliability. The story is considered fabricated
(Mawdu’) and baseless, with no credible foundation in Islamic tradition.
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“Mohammed, who remained in Mecca, naturally made every effort to heal the breach with his townsmen,
and, as naturally, the latter met him half-way. He even went so far as to take the edge from his
monotheism”.

”So far as can be gathered, it was at this time that the opposition between Mohammed and his townsmen
reached its highest pitch. The feeling that he had somewhat committed himself embittered him; he was
determined to atone for his previous concessions to polytheism by uncompromising polemic against
it. A personal element, which had lurked from the first in the war of principles, became by degrees
increasingly dominant” [2]
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