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Toshihiko Izutsu(4th May 7th-1914 January 1993) is a Japanese ori-
entalist and Islamist who adopted a different approach to study
Quran.According to his theory of semantic analysis ,every language has
some peculiar key terms that affect forming its world view. His method
of semantic analysis to interpret words and terms of Quran lies its foun-
dation in English and other European languages .He is of the view point
that Arabic is a rich language and has self sufficient system of vacobu-
lary but its meaning has evolved during revelation of Quran.Key Terms of
Quran form a semantic field to define meanings of a word or term which
occurs in Quranic paradigm. A word in Quranic semantic field can have a
different and enlarged meaning than its lexical meanings.The key terms of
Quran he chose are Allah,Nabi,Wahy,Iman ,Kafir etc.Arabic language de-
fines ‘basic’ meaning of a word or term of Quran but ‘ relational’ meaning
are defined with the context they are used.He has examined the history
and evolution of meaning in Jahili or pre- Quranic ( diachronic linguis-
tics)and Quranic Era ( synchronic linguistis). Toshihiko is also known for
his Japanese translation of Quran that was fist to be interpreted directly
from Arabic Quran.
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Curiously, he also reported having visions during this period of the Prophet, “dressed in a green mantle

and a turban” declaring “there is only one God: and Muhammad, Christ and the Buddha are all prophets
of same God” [15]
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“As you all know, Islam is now not just a religion, but a political force, a political force that has the power
to influence the trends of world politics, and as a global economic force that supports it. It has appeared.

Our local interest is following the movement one by one. owever, inherently or fundamentally, Islam
is, after all, a religion and a distinctive system of belief’[22]
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"Naturally, Izutsu’s own translation of the Quran would outstrip all those that preceded it both in its
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